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2009 General Conference Information 
 

Registration Desk:  The registration desk is located in the Salon Foyer on the hotelôs ground floor.  

The registration desk will be staffed during all conference times.  Messages will be posted on the 

message board located in the registration area.   

 

Certificate of Attendance:  Certification of attendance is included in your registration packet. 

 

Evaluations:  An overall conference evaluation will be emailed to attendees one week after the 

conference.   Please take time to complete the evaluation. Your comments will assist next yearôs 

conference committee to improve the conference.   

 

Fiesta:  You are cordially invited to a ñFiestaò celebration of San Diegoôs heritage.  The Fiesta will 

surround you with the sounds, tastes, and sights of Old Mexico.  All registrants and their guests are 

invited.  The Fiesta is being held on Thursday in the Courtyard on the ground level from 5:15 pm to 

7:15 pm. 

 

Silent Charity Auction:  NAME will host its seventh annual Silent Auction.  All proceeds will be 

donated to the Bayside Community Center.  The Bayside Community Center works to help ease the 

struggle for many needy people who live in north central San Diego.  Bayside provides a helping hand 

by offering services in four focus areas: Social Services, Education, Housing and Public Safety. 

Programs include:  After School Tutoring, Bayside Kids Summer Camp, Case Management Services, 

Community Services, Cultural Activities, Educational & Recreational Services, Generation to Generation 

Literacy Program, Health Services, Housing Services Project, Senior Support, Youth Empowerment 

Program, Feeling Fit Club for Seniors, Senior Nutrition through AIS. 

For more information visit www.Baysidecc.org  

 

Drop off your item(s) when you register. Items will be on display throughout the conference.  The 

Auction will commence when the first item appears Wednesday and bidding closes at the end of the 

morning break on Friday. Winning bids will be announced on Friday at 10:45 am.  Highest bidders who 

are not present will be notified at a later date.  Shipping options will be available to send auction items 

home. 

 

Sponsor Display Area:  Please take time on Wednesday and Thursday between 7:30 am and 5:00 

pm to stop by the sponsor exhibits to view their products and services and to thank them for their 

generosity.  The sponsors graciously supported our efforts to hold this conference and they also have a 

significant amount of knowledge to share.  The sponsor exhibit area is conveniently located in the 

Salon Foyer on the ground level.  

 

Welcome Reception:  This event is for registrants and their adult guests.  Join colleagues on 

Wednesday in the Courtyard on the ground level from 5:15 pm to 7:15 pm to enjoy hors dôoeuvres, 

relax, network, meet old friends and make new ones!  

 
Session Materials:  Handouts from all sessions are posted on the NAME, Inc., web site.  

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/CathG/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK1F/www.Baysidecc.org
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2009  Officers  
 
Amy Edwards , President  
Virginia Department of Education 
 
Michelle Lyons -Brown ,   Pres ident -Elect  
Alaska Dept. of Health & Human Ser. 
 
Tracy Brunner , Secretary  
Indiana Department of Education 
 
Steve Wright, Treasurer  
New York Department of Education 
 
Elizabeth Touhey,  Past Pres ident  
California Dept. of Health Services 
 

Board Members  
 
Teres a Pastore, Region I  
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
 
Elaine Lerner , Region II  
New Jersey Department of Education 
 
Ashley Barton, Region III  
Virginia Department of Medical Assistance 
Services 
 
Nora Poisella, Region IV  
North Carolina Division of Medical Assistance 
 
Cathy Griffin, Region V  
Minnesota Department of Education 
 
Suzy Whitehead, Region VI  
New Mexico Department  of Human Services 
 
Stacie Martin, Region VII  
Kansas Department of Education 
 
Emily Tryer, Region VIII  
Colorado Department of Education 
 
Melinda Hollinshead, Region IX  
Arizona Medicaid (AHCCCS) 
 
Chris Bess , Region X  
Washington Department of Social & Health 
Services 
 
Kathleen Cummins Merry,  
LEA Rep. I  
Wayne RESA (MI) 
 
Cathy Bennett, LEA Rep. II  
Sacramento City Unified Sch Dist (CA) 
* ********************************  

Providing a network among 
stakeholders to share 
information on issues 
pertinent to Medicaid 
programs in public schools.  

 
 

Welcome to the 2009 National Alliance for Medicaid in Education 

Conference.  We are delighted to be back on the West Coast where 

our conference theme is Surfing the Waves of Medicaid in 

Education.  This yearôs theme ties in closely with the changing 

world of Medicaid in Education and the importance of hanging 

tight or adjusting our programs when needed.  2008 began with a 

ñtsunamiò that eliminated claiming for school-based Medicaid 

Administration and certain transportation services (Rule 2287-F), 

then a ñwaveò with the moratorium, ending with a ñrippleò with the 

proposed rescission of 2287. And finally, ñcalm watersò with the 

final rescission of 2287 being published in June. Last year was a 

wild ride, but weôre still surfing the waves! 

 

During this conference, we hope to give you the tools you will need 

to strengthen your Medicaid in Education program, to sharpen your 

skills, to understand policy making, to discover best practices and 

much more.  After all, NAMEôs mission is to ñBridge Medicaid 

and Education to Promote Integrity in School Based Health 

Services.ò 

 

There are a variety of topics for newcomers as well as veterans, 

such as:  Cost Based Reimbursement, Outreach, Surviving Audits, 

Data Exchange, and many clinician-based sessions.  Some are 

popular offerings from year to year, and some are a departure from 

what weôve heard in the past.  

 

This conference will also offer you the opportunity to interact and 

network with colleagues from local, state and federal agencies, 

national organizations, and other related fields.  Connecting with 

other NAME members can provide you with new ideas and 

resources to support you through the waves. 

 

NAME again welcomes you with hopes that you will enjoy the 

conference and San Diego. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy Edwards, President 

National Alliance for Medicaid in Education  

 

In the NAME of Collaboration 

            www.medicaidforeducation.org 

http://www.medicaidforeducation.org/
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Conference Schedule 
 

 
 

 

    Tuesday, October 13, 2009 
 

Noon-6:00 pm 

 

Registration 

Exhibit Set-Up 

Auction Items Drop-Off 

 

Salon Foyer-Ground Level 

 

2:00 pm-5:30 pm Academy:   

Understanding Medicaid in Education  

 

Triple Crown-Ground Level 

6:30 pm ï 8:00 pm Innovations Derby-Ground Level 

 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 
      

7:30 amï5:00 pm 

 

 

 

7:00 am-8:15 am 

 

 

 

7:00 am-8:30 am 

Registration 

Exhibits 

Charity Silent Auction 

 

New Member Breakfast: 

Hosted by Anysia Drumheller , Chair 

Membership Committee  

 

Breakfast 

 

Salon FoyerïGround Level 

 

  

 

Derby-Ground Level 

 

 

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level 

8:30 am-9:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:15 am-10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

10:15 am-10:30 am 

 

General Session: 

Welcome 

Elizabeth Touhey , Immediate Past President  & 

Conference Co -Chair  

 

Toby Douglas , CA State Medicaid Director  

 

NAME Update, ñAn Exciting Year for Surfing the 

Wavesò 

Amy Edwards , NAME President  

 

Keynote Session: ñThe Tides of Changeò 

Carolyn  Ingram, N M Medical Assistance 

Division Director and Vice Chair, National 

Association of State Medicaid Directors  

 

Morning Break 

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level 

 

 

 

 

Salon Foyer-Ground Level  
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10:30 am-12:15 pm Panel Discussion: 

ñSurfôs Up-National News, Perspectives and 

Updatesò 

 

Toby Douglas, C A State Medicaid Director  

 

Carolyn Ingram, NM Medical Assistance 

Division Director, Vice Chair of the National 

Association of State Medicaid Directors  

 

Greg Morris, Attorney and Executive Director, 

LEAnet  

 

Stan Rosenstein, Principal Advisor, Health 

Management Associates  

 

John DiCecco, Interim Director, Los Angeles 

Trust for Children  

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level  

 

12:15 pm-1:20 pm Charity Luncheon:   

Bayside Community Center , San Diego  

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level  

 

1:30 pm-3:30 pm NAME Nuggets: 

 ñSurf the Epicò-Building Commitment 

 ñKickinô Outò a Flu Vaccine Demonstration  

Project 

 NAME Web Update 

 Riding the óCombo-Swellsô at the Local 

Level 

 A ñBottom Turnò at Bayside Community 

Center 

 School Based Services ñHanginò in a 

Consortium 

 How to be HeardéHow to Nurture Change 

 A Surfside Chat with the President and 

President-Elect 

 

Ground Level 

Steeplechase 1 

Steeplechase 2 

 

Equestrian 

Salon B 

 

Salon A 

 

Salon E 

 

Salon F 

Derby 

 

3:30 pm-3:45 pm Afternoon Break  Salon Foyer-Ground Level  

 

3:45 pm-5:15 pm Break Out Sessions: 

 Medi-Cal LEA Billing: Catching the In 

House Wave 

 The Invisible Transformation: How 

Medicaid Reimbursement is Transitioning 

to a New Paradigm 

 Becoming a óSwamiô with Medicaid 

Outreach in Education 

 ñGoin Offò Medicaid Data to Verify 

Applications for Free Meals 

 

Ground Level  

Salons A & B 

 

Salons E & F 

 

 

Steeplechase 1 & 2 

 

Derby 

5:15 pm-7:15 pm Welcome Reception Courtyard-Ground Level 
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Thursday, October 15, 2009 
 
 

7:30 am-5:00 pm 

 

Registration 

Exhibits 

Salon Foyer-Ground Level 

 

 

 

7:00 am-8:30 am 

 

Charity Silent Auction 

 

 

NAME Committees Breakfast 

 

  

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level  

 

8:30 am-10:30 am General Session: ñMedicaid and Education 

Annual Federal Update 

Salons C & D-Ground Level 

 

 

10:30 am-10:45 am Morning Break Salon Foyer-Ground Level 

 

10:45 am-12:15 pm 

 

Break Out Sessions: 

 Related Service Providers: ñAxed or 

Ampedò? 

 Advocacy for Medicaid in Education at the 

National Level 

 Donôt Be a ñWax Bumò: Finding and 

Keeping Students Medicaid Eligible 

 ñLock Inò Your Team: The Role of the 

School Nurse in Special Education 

Ground Level  

Salons A & B 

 

Salons E & F 

 

Steeplechase 1 & 2 

 

Derby 

 

12:15 pm-1:20 pm 

 

Luncheon: 

Health Care Reform: A Look at the Impact on 

Children 

 

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level 

 

1:30 pm-3:00 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3:00 pm-3:15 pm   

 

3:15 pm-5:00 pm    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:15 pm-7:15 pm       

 

 

 

Break Out Sessions: 

 ñPulling Offò Cost Based Rates 

 Ethical ñPoint Breaksò for Medicaid School 

Based Services 

 ñStokedò About School-Based Clinics and 

Health Outcomes 

 Future Implications for Health Information 

Technology in Schools 

 

Afternoon Break 

 

Breakout Sessions: 

 Improving Educational Outcomes for 

Students with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 

Disorder 

 Positive Behavior Support: Building a 

ñPeelinò System 

 Cost Based Rates ñCoveredò 

 Surviving an Audit Without Wiping Out 

 

Fiesta: A Celebration of San Diegoôs Heritage 

Ground Level  

Salons E & F 

Salons A & B 

 

Steeplechase 1 & 2 

 

Derby  

 

 

Salon Foyer-Ground Level 

 

Ground Level 

Salons A & B 

 

 

Salons E & F 

 

Steeplechase 1 & 2 

Derby 

 

Courtyard 
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Friday, October 16, 2009 
 

7:30 am-1:00 pm Registration 

 

Salon Foyer-Ground Level 

7:30 am-8:00 am 

 

7:00 am-8:00 am 

 

8:00 am-9:00 am 

 

Silent Auction  

 

Breakfast 

 

General Session:  

ñWorking the Wavesò 

Mary Kusler,  Assistant Director, Advocacy and 

Policy, American Association of School 

Administrators  

 

Salon Foyer-Ground Level  

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level 

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level 

 

9:10 am-10:30 am ñForecasting the Surfò 

Stan Rosenstein, Principal Advisor, Health 

Management Associates   

Salons C & D-Ground Level 

 

 

10:30 am-10:45 am 

 

 

Morning Break 

Last chance to bid on silent auction items 

 

 

Salon Foyer-Ground Level 

 

10:45 am-11:00 am 

 

11:00 am-12:00 pm 

Silent Auction winners announced 

 

Annual Membership Meeting 

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level 

 

Salons C & D-Ground Level 

Noon-12:15 pm Closing 
 

Salons C & D-Ground Level 

 

1:00 pm-2:30 pm 

 

2:45 pm-5:15 pm  

Public Board Meeting  

 

NAME Long Range Planning 

Board of Directors Closed Session 

Derby-Ground Level 

 

Steeplechase-Ground Level 

 

Saturday, October 17, 2009 

 
7:30 am-2:30 pm  NAME Long Range Planning 

Board of Directors Closed Session 

Steeplechase-Ground Level 
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Description of Breakout Sessions 

      
 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 
 
New Member Breakfast 

Welcome to NAME!  If this is your first time attending the NAME annual conference then this is the 

breakfast session for you.  NAME Organization information will be shared.  Come sit down for 

breakfast, meet members of the Board of Directors of NAME, meet other members and learn about the 

organization that ñbridges Medicaid and education to promote the integrity of school-based health 

servicesò.  New members are invited and all NAME members are welcome to attend. Join this ñparty 

waveò and get to know NAME a little better.  

Location: Derby 

Speaker: Anysia Drumheller, Chair Membership Committee 

 

Keynote Address: ñThe Tides of Changeò 

From her role as New Mexicoôs Medicaid Director, where she facilitated the development of the School 

Based Services Program, to her being chosen recently as one of only six Medicaid Directors in the 

country to participate in the Center for Health Care Strategies 12-month Medicaid Leadership 

InstituteðCarolyn Ingram seems to be where the action is  on health care issues. She is uniquely 

positioned to share the perspectives of a State Medicaid Director, and can also provide a national view 

as Vice President of the National Association of State Medicaid Directors (NASMD). Director Ingram has 

been active in the national health care reform discussions; supported the moratoria set by Congress on 

the CMS proposed regulations that would have hurt SBS programs nationwide; and understands the 

limitations of a struggling economy. NAME members will hear for themselves how much in common we 

have with this leader in the field of publicly-financed health care. Time permitting, Director Ingram will 

take questions from the audience.  

Location: Salons C & D 

Speaker: Carolyn Ingram, New Mexico Medical Assistance Division Director and Vice Chair, 

National Association of State Medicaid Directors 

 

Panel Discussion:  ñSurfôs Up-National News, Perspectives and Updatesò 

This distinguished panel of experts brings diverse perspectives, yet they are all focused in their work to 

some degree, on bringing together the Medicaid and education systems for children and youth with 

disabilities. The panel will begin by addressing general questions posed to them ahead of time related 

to major issues confronting School Based Services programs across the country. The discussion should 

be provocative and will likely touch on national health reform, health systems, changing roles that 

schools play in childrensô lives, and other areas within Special Education and Medicaid. There will be 

time during this session for a question and answer dialogue with the audience.   

Location: Salons C & D 

Panelists: Toby Douglas, California State Medicaid Director 

 Carolyn Ingram, New Mexico Medical Assistance Division Director and Vice Chair, 

National Association of State Medicaid Directors 

 Greg Morris, Attorney and Executive Director, LEAnet 

 Stan Rosenstein, Principal Advisor, Health Management Associates 

 John DiCecco, Interim Director, Los Angeles Trust for Children 
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NAME Nuggets 
 

ñSurf the Epicò-Building Commitment Chuck Muirhead, CA  Steeplechase 1 

Bring your board shorts and sunscreen. This motivational Nugget will help LEA's build 

commitment rather than compliance in their school based Medicaid programs.  How can we 

"lead from within" to influence and get people motivated to participate, when the sentiment is 

"one more thing the district wants me to do?"  The presented concepts will be applicable in any 

other program or work scenario.  

 

ñKickin Outò a Flu Vaccine   Holly Oldham, MA   Steeplechase 2 

Demonstration Project   Jennifer Kasper, MA   

In order to implement the recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices (ACIP) related to administration of the influenza vaccine to 1 million school-age 

children in Massachusetts every year, vaccinations will not only be delivered in the medical 

home, but will also need to be delivered at non-traditional sites.  School-based or school-located 

clinics are one possible venue, because that is where the target population is.  A major barrier 

to implementing a school-based flu vaccination program is the lack of mechanisms for 

reimbursement to schools and/or local health departments for both the costs of the vaccine and 

the costs of administering the vaccine. 

      

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH) will use a portion of the ARRA 

(stimulus) funding intended for its Immunization Program, to fund a demonstration project that 

will address the reimbursement issue. The project expects to solve these challenges: insurers 

reluctant to reimburse schools or local health departments for vaccines delivered outside of the 

medical home; the lack of billing expertise, capacity and infrastructure within schools and local 

health departments to implement such a program. 

        

NAME Web Update    Cathy Bennett, CA   Equestrian 

Overview of the new NAME website and how our members will be able to access a wave of 

information. 

 

Riding the ñCombo Swellsò at  Catherine Jackson, RI  Salon B 

The Local Level     

With her responsibilities as Medicaid coordinator for the Smithfield Public School Department in 

Rhode Island, Cathy is responsible to diligently seek the maximum reimbursement for health 

related services through the guidelines set out by the RI Medicaid agency. 

 

When staffers in a district try to understand the óbig, complicatedô SBS program and processes, 

it is somewhat daunting. If an LEA Medicaid coordinator is able to learn the programôs 

limitations and potential, managing the entire program becomes easier.  

  

In this session you will learn how to create a lexicon of terms and acronyms that bridge both 

the Medicaid and IDEA worlds so clinicians and staff will better understand SBS, which can 

influence practices to insure the maximum potential for compliant documentation and reporting. 

 

Learn how to become proficient in the nomenclature, develop protocols for your clinical 

providers and use these tools to impact the viability and efficiency of your districtôs Medicaid 

SBS program. 

 

A ñBottom Turnò at   Rose Ceballos, CA   Salon A 

Bayside Community Center         

Listen first hand to the story of how Bayside Community Center and other community support 

created a path for Rose Ceballos as a child.  This path was so firm and strong that it led her 

back to Bayside, as an adult, to be one of its program managers.  Yes, the work we do does 

make a difference!   
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School Based Services ñHanginò      Bryan Pullen, IL   Salon E 

in a Consortium      

Using the Peoria Medicaid Consortium as the model, the audience will have an overall 

understanding of what a Consortium is, how it works, and will gain knowledge of the benefits 

and pitfalls for LEA's to participate in a Consortium. 

      

How to be HeardéHow to   John Hill, IN    Salon F 

Nurture Change     

Be part of the ñground swellò.  During the past year, NAME and itsô collaborative partners met 

with both the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Office of Special 

Education Programs (OSEP).  In this open dialogue you will hear what was discussed in those 

meetings as well as gain a new understanding about the power of credibility, collaboration and 

data. 

 

A Surfside Chat with the President Amy Edwards, VA   Derby 

and President-Elect   Michelle Lyons-Brown, AK 

There are not many chances during the year for most members of NAME to get to know the 

Board of Directors or officers of the organization. Take advantage of this opportunity to meet 

and chat casually with the Current President and President-Elect of NAME. Learn what major 

issues occurred this past year, what issues they view as important in the future, and activities in 

which they expect NAME will be involved in the coming year. This is also your chance to express 

your priorities, concerns, preferences, and suggestions for ways NAME can improve its member 

services for you.   

      

Medi-Cal LEA Billing:  Catching the In House Wave 

Are you an LEA? Does your LEA provide direct services to their students? Have you ever wondered how 

an ñin-houseò LEA billing process operates? Join two California LEA's while they share their experience 

of having successful in-house LEA direct School Bases Services billing programs.  

Location: Salons A & B 

Speakers: Cathy Bennett, CA 

 Margie Bobe, CA 

  

The Invisible Transformation:  How Medicaid Reimbursement is Transitioning to a New 

Paradigm 

Over the past several years, CMS has been systematically transforming Medicaid in schools by 

transitioning states into a new paradigm for Medicaid Administrative Claiming (MAC) and Direct Service 

claiming that creates both challenges and opportunities for states to improve compliance and 

accountability in their claiming programs.  Join the ñDawn Patrolò to get ahead of the wave to better 

understand the goals, challenges and lessons learned from states who are transforming their School-

Based Services Medicaid programs into the new paradigm and obtaining CMS approval for planning, 

training, developing strategies for achieving time study compliance and the integration of MAC and 

Direct Service rate setting, cost reconciliation and claiming.  The rescission of CMS-2287 and increasing 

financial demands of the economic downturn represent a new high water mark mandating that every 

possible dollar of funding be claimedðand retained by LEAs. 

Location: Salons E & F 

Speakers: Lisa Carnes, IL 

 Isamu Fairbanks, IL 

Rick Jacobs, IL 

 Andrew Joseph, IL 

 Cathy Rutherford, TX 
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Become a ñSwamiò with Medicaid Outreach in Education 

Schools have a unique opportunity to bring families and health care together.  Providing outreach 

within schools is a vital activity. Not only does it provide families with much needed services and 

resources but it also builds a positive mainstay for the schools in their community.  This session will 

share Medicaid outreach techniques for schools in rural areas.   

Location: Steeplechase 1 & 2 

Speakers: Debbie Geer, CA 

   Tonja Kutz, CA 

   Marty Mares, CA 

 

ñGoinô Offò Medicaid Data to Verify Applications for Free Meals 

Direct verification uses information collected by the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, 

formerly the Food Stamp Program), Medicaid, and other means-tested programs to verify eligibility of 

children who have applied for free and reduced-price meals under the National School Lunch Program 

(NSLP).  School districts are required to verify a sample of NSLP applications.  With direct verification, 

NSLP applications may be verified without contacting households!  This saves time for both districts 

and households.  Direct verification with Medicaidôs eligibility database (MMIS) can also provide a 

platform for determining the eligibility of other children/students for the School Based Services 

Program.  This presentation will be based on information gathered by Abt Associates, Inc. in a study 

for the USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS).      

Location: Derby 

Speakers: John Todd, IN 

 Sheku G. Kamara, VA 

 Christopher Logan, MA 

 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 
 
Medicaid and Education Annual Federal Update 

It is becoming a tradition at the NAME Annual Conference to have CMS staff provide an update on their 

various specialty areas that have relevance to School Based Services. This year, a panel of CMS staff 

will provide insight about the review process when State Medicaid Agencies request changes to the 

following school-based aspects of their State Medicaid Plan:  Covered Service/Provider Qualifications, 

Reimbursement and Time Studies in the school setting. Other topics will include targeted case 

management, specialized transportation, administrative claiming, and cost-based reimbursement. 

There will be a Q & A portion of the session following this session. Staff from the Department of 

Education will also participate on the panel. 

 

Coverage--Melissa Harris/Jean Close 

Melissa Harris will describe the Division of Coverage and Integration in the Disabled and Elderly Health 

Program Group. Melissa works on the Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) and coverage 

requirements for Medicaid State Plan Amendments, as well as focusing on how to prepare a SPA and 

what CMS looks for to approve services delivered in a school setting and an update on the TCM Interim 

Final Rule and other coverage issues germane to schools. 

 

ReimbursementðMary Cieslicki  

NIPT team members will provide an overview of CMS policy regarding reimbursement for School Based 

Services. The role of the Non-Institutional Payment Team (NIPT) in the Division of Reimbursement and 

State Financing will discuss how to develop the State Plan pages for reimbursement and cost 

reconciliation to costs will be discussed.  
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Time Studies--Judi Wallace/Sharon Brown  

Judi Wallace and Sharon Brown comprise the Administrative Claiming Team in the Division of 

Reimbursement and State Financing. Together they will provide an overview and describe the steps in 

the process and the requirements for obtaining approval of a time study from CMS for direct 

services/administrative.  They will also provide an update on recent regulatory action affecting 

reimbursement for school-based administrative claiming.   

Location: Salons C & D 

Panelists: Judi Wallace, CMS Central Office 

  Sharon Brown, CMS Central Office 

  Mary Cieslicki, CMS Central Office 

  Jean Close, CMS Central Office 

  Melissa Harris, CMS Central Office 

Susan Ruiz, CMS San Francisco Regional Office 

  Mary Louise Dirrigl, Office of Special Education & Rehabilitation Services  

Jennifer Sheehy, Office of Special Education & Rehabilitation Services 

Debra Morrow, Office of Special Education Programs 

 

Related Service Providers: ñAxed or Ampedò? 

Related service providers are the linchpin in effective fee-for-service Medicaid School Based Programs, 

and yet, the relationship between these practitioners and the Program coordinators and administrators 

is often challenging to navigate. This course will take participants inside the minds of school-based 

therapists and suggest strategies for working effectively with them. Following a discussion of the myths 

and realities about clinicians (e.g., personality trends, work habits, communication styles) it will 

explore policy, program, and personal interaction guidelines so you can improve the morale and 

increase compliance with reporting deadlines and documentation requirements of Medicaid. 

Location: Salons A & B 

         Speakers: Lauren Holahan, NC 

 Laurie Ray, NC 

 

Advocacy for Medicaid in Education at the National Level 

An overview of the advocacy for Medicaid in Education process at the national level from researching to 

traveling to Washington, D.C. and meeting with representatives to the "thank-you" recognition and 

follow-up after returning from the meetings.  

Location: Salons E & F 

Speakers: Margie Rollins, CA 

  Sue Hamblin, CA 

 

Donôt Be a ñWax Bumò: Finding and Keeping Students Medicaid Eligible 

See how a new policy enabled districts in New Mexico to increase their Medicaid reimbursement by 

adding and keeping students enrolled in Medicaid.  It has been estimated that 50,000 of New Mexicoôs 

children eligible for Medicaid are not enrolled. In an effort to address this issue, the Human Services 

Department (HSD) inserted language in the Governmental Services Agreement (GSA) that requires all 

districts to initiate a Medicaid Outreach Plan to identify and enroll children in Medicaid.  This break-out 

session compares and highlights the issues faced by the largest school district in the state and one of 

the smaller school districts when instituting this new policy.   

Location: Steeplechase 1 & 2 

         Speakers: Angela Medrano, NM 

 Donna Bader, NM 

 Christie Husbands, NM 

 
ñLock Inò Your Team: The Role of the School Nurse in Special Education 

Learn how the school nurse can benefit students with special needs as well as how to maximize the 

skills of the school nurse as part of the IEP team.  This session reviews IDEA citations for the school 

nurse as a related service provider and outlines the involvement of the nurse in the special education 

process.   

Location: Derby 

Speaker: Janet Lowe, MN 
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ñHealth Care Reform: A Look at the Impact on Childrenò 

This panel, composed of state officials and consultants from the private sector, will provide insights 

into the probable impact of national health care reform on childrenôs health care. The role of schools as 

providers of health care to both Medicaid and non-Medicaid populations will be an important part of the 

panelôs discussion. 

The panel will work within two overarching themes:  the absence of support for critical childrenôs health 

issues in the federal reform legislation and the role of schools as health care providers. 

Location: Salons C & D 

Panelists: Melinda Hollinshead, AZ 

  Rick Jacobs, IL 

  Constance Laflamme, CA 

  Michelle Lyons-Brown, AK 

  Paul Swoboda, MA 

 
ñPulling Offò Cost Based Rates 

Michiganôs Medicaid School Based Services Program underwent significant changes in their Direct 

Services/Fee-For-Service component resulting from a simple request to amend the Medicaid State Plan 

and add reimbursement for LPN services. As happened in many states in the past few years, one 

seemingly minor amendment request resulted in the federal CMS requiring a complete overhaul of the 

entire SBS Program, including coverages, time studies and reimbursement methodology. This 

presentation will briefly describe the steps leading to approval of the SBS State Plan Amendment. We 

will then focus on the role school districts played in working with the Medicaid agency to further refine, 

roll out and implement these major changes in its first year.   

Location: Salons E & F 

Speaker: Kathleen Cummins Merry, MI 

 

Ethical ñPoint Breaksò for Medicaid School Based Services 

This course will provide a review of the IDEA law and regulations for related services pertinent to 

Medicaid school-based services programs. Areas of ethical consideration will be discussed from the 

perspectives of both school-based clinicians providing the direct services, as well as from that of the 

Medicaid coordinators and administrators. A lively discussion based on the experiences of the audience 

is anticipated.   

Location: Salons A & B 

Speakers: Laurie Ray, NC 

 Lauren Holahan, NC  

 

ñStokedò About School-Based Clinics and Health Outcomes 

Examine how Learning Well, Inc., a not-for-profit organization, provides school-based health care 

services in 85 school-based clinics in Indianapolis, IN.  This school year, over 27,000 students will be 

served.  The services are provided through a unique collaboration of 34 healthcare, school and 

community partnerships. 

Location: Steeplechase 1 & 2 

Speaker: Donna A. Stephens, IN 

 
Future Implications for Health Information Technology in Schools 

The Obama administration is pushing for expanded use of technology to document, share and store 

health information.  While it may be ñredonculousò to consider for a school setting, we need to 

anticipate the implications this would have if we integrate a studentôs IEP and health care/medical 

information. 

Location: Derby 

Speaker: Lawrence Charny, NY 

 

Improving Educational Outcomes for Students with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 

Hear ñfull onò  how staff from Minneapolis Public Schools Special Education Department, the University 

of Minnesota Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)Clinic and the Minnesota Organization on FASD 

worked together to find more effective ways to improve educational outcomes for children with FASD.   

This collaborative project developed an innovative intervention model that focuses on prioritizing 

educational needs for students identified with FASD, educating district staff about the impact of FASD 



 16 

on learning and behavior while also partnering with families to craft an educational program 

appropriate to the needs of their children. 

Location: Salons A & B 

Speaker: Kay Dole, MN 

 

Positive Behavior Support: Building a ñPeelinò System 

Alaska is in its second year of an ambitious Statewide Planning Initiative to implement a 

statewide/organization-wide Positive Behavioral Support (PBS) system in a range of intervention levels. 

PBS is an evidence-based system of behavioral modification that reinforces desirable behaviors in 

positive way while changing challenging behaviors and preventing them from becoming problems. 

Medicaid dollars have helped build and sustain this through a partnership with the University of Alaska, 

statewide agencies, school districts and community agencies.  Included in the blueprint, modeled after 

the University of Kansas program, is a standardized training academy for PBS facilitators to certify 

them for Medicaid billing and overall program evaluation. This project pioneers innovative partnerships 

and strengthens the roles of schools and families in the community care of youth and supports the 

Medicaid State Plan. This presentation will also share innovative administrative claiming and program 

evaluation financing mechanisms, along with the training academy structure, the role of the University 

of Alaska, the interagency consortium, and how the state will save money while more services are 

available to Medicaid eligible children. 

Location: Salons E & F 

Speakers: Rachel Freeman, KS 

Michelle Lyons-Brown, AK 

 

Cost Based Rates ñCoveredò 

In this session, you will hear about the history of the school based Medicaid program and the general 

design of reimbursement methodologies across the country. That will be contrasted with the current 

requirement by the federal government for cost based rates.  We will describe these new requirements 

and provide an overview of a workable process to use to develop and get approval for a Medicaid State 

Plan Amendment, while providing some best practices to implement this new system.  And finally, 

there will be a brief discussion of the ñNorth Carolina perspectiveò in which you will hear the 

perspective from the largest district, Charlotte Mecklenburg schools on the entire process.      

 Location: Steeplechase 1 & 2 

Speakers: Anita Lamb, NC 

   Bryan Hawkom, MA 

  

Surviving An Audit Without Wiping Out 

A medical Consultant for the California Department of Health Care Services describes common school 

based services audit findings and provides guidance for proper documentation for claiming direct billing 

services. 

Location: Derby 

         Speaker: Lindy Summers-Bair, CA  
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Friday, September 25, 2009 

  Friday, September 25, 2008 
ñWorking the Wavesò 

Mary Kusler has been monitoring the events on Capitol Hill on behalf of the American Association of 

School Administrators. Medicaid school-based services issues have been and continue to be on her 

watch list. As Ms. Kusler stated earlier this summer, ñWe still have work to doò. She was a key player 

in the nationwide coalition that successfully persuaded Congress to pass the moratorium postponing or 

withdrawing regulations that would have hurt public schools.  Ms. Kusler will discuss the events of the 

past year, look forward to the upcoming year and remind us how important it is to keep a watch on 

events. To see the level of importance that Medicaid in Education issues are to the AASA, visit their 

website:  www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=722   Ms. Kusler stated she looks forward to a dialogue with 

the audience, and will save plenty of time for that portion of her session.  

Location: Salons C & D 

Speaker: Mary Kusler, Assistant Director, Advocacy and Policy, American Association of 

School Administrators 

   

ñForecasting the Surfò 

Stan Rosenstein will combine his knowledge of Medicaid, health care reform, health care delivery 

systems and finance, and provide us with his observations and suggestions for next steps each of us 

can take. Mr. Rosenstein will also take a look at issues that are more local and specific to Medicaid in 

the Schools programs, including recent Medicaid SBS audit reports, as well as the impact of state 

budget crises on schools and Medicaid services. This session will leave you with a sense of the big 

picture but also provide new insights about the importance of the work being done across the country 

for individual children with disabilities.    

Location: Salons C & D 

Speaker: Stan Rosenstein, Principal Advisor, Health Management Associates 

 

http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=722
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Donna Bader has been a Registered Nurse (RN) for 25 years, including 11 years in school nursing.  

She maintains a national School Nurse Certification.  While Ms. Bader has experience in a small rural 

district, currently she is the Medicaid Resource nurse for the largest school district in the state where 

she is the liaison and Medicaid Resource nurse for 135 district nurses.  She supervises the Presumptive 

Eligibility/Medicaid On-Site Application Assistance (PE/MOSAA) staff and is herself PE/MOSAA certified.  

Ms. Bader is a member of the Medicaid SALUD! Managed Care Organization Community Advisory Board 

and the Medicaid School Based Services Advisory Council.  She has a Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

from West Texas State University. 

 

Lindy Summers-Bair is a General Practitioner who graduated from Loma Linda University. While 

attending college, Lindy earned her way doing secretarial work in school district offices.  She worked 

13 years for the CA Department of Rehabilitation helping to provide accommodations and education to 

people with disabilities to help them become employable.  She has partnered with school districts and 

other community organizations to help students with special needs.  She advocated for people with 

learning disabilities, Asperger's syndrome, deaf and hard of hearing, and other impairments.  Over the 

last six years Dr. Lindy has worked for CA Department of Health Care Services reviewing physicians 

and other health care providers, including LEA's to preserve program integrity and assure quality of 

care to Medi-Cal recipients.  

 

Cathy Bennett is the Medi-Cal Reimbursement Supervisor for the Sacramento City Unified School 

District. Her past experience working for Health Net Insurance Co. managing the development and 

training for the Medi-Cal Managed Care Program provided a unique crosswalk to develop Sacramento 

City USD's in-house LEA Medi-Cal billing program.  Cathy brings ten years of knowledge in school 

based services along with serving on the Statewide Technical Advisory Committee, and now currently is 

an Advisory Member for the LEA Medi-Cal ADHOC Committee.  Cathy is also serving on the NAME 

Board as the LEA Representative.   

  

Margie Bobe is the Medi-Cal Claims Processing Supervisor for the largest school district in California, 

Los Angeles Unified School District.  She has worked for LAUSD for the past six years and played a key 

role with the Districts transition from a paper and vendor environment to an electronic in-house billing 

system.  Margie is responsible for supervising the claims processing activities by gathering, monitoring, 

recording, and evaluating information related to health services that are reimbursable under Medi-Cal 

or other local, State, or federal programs. Margie is also an advisory member of the California LEA 

ADHOC Workgroup and has been involved in the NAME Organization for several years.   

 

Michelle Lyons-Brown came to Alaska 27 years ago to teach in the village of Shishmaref.  She spent 

14 years in the Arctic before moving to the capital city of Juneau.  For the past 18 years, she has 

worked for the Department of Health and Social Services determining Medicaid eligibility, providing 

child protective services as a licensed social worker and most recently developing policy and conducting 

federal negotiations for the stateôs Medicaid program.  She is the Project Director for the Positive 

Behavior Support Statewide Planning Initiative to develop training, certification and evaluation program 

for PBS facilitators based on Kansas Uôs program. She was the primary negotiator of the School-Based 

Administrative Claiming Plan and was instrumental in developing and implementing the stateôs School-

Based fee-for-service policy.  Michelle is also the stateôs Olmstead Coordinator and the current Project 
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Director for Alaskaôs Home and Community Based Medicaid demonstration project for children in 

Psychiatric Treatment Residential Facilities. She has been successful in collaborating with partner 

agencies in policy development, and has extensive team building experience bringing federal, state and 

private sector agencies together in innovative policy design efforts. Michelle is completing her term as 

the President-Elect of NAME.  

 

Sharon Brown joined the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) as a Presidential 

Management Intern in July 1997.  Previously she earned a Masterôs of Public Administration at Ohio 

State University and worked at the OSU Medical Center in the department of strategic planning.  

 

Sharonôs major responsibilities at CMS include review and approval of cost allocation plans, time 

studies, and implementation plans to capture Medicaid-related direct medical service costs and 

administrative expenditures in various settings (i.e., schools, tribes, hospitals). 

 

Lisa Carnes has more than 10 years of experience in consulting for governmental agencies and in 

audit and risk management, and financial services. Ms. Carnes manages ongoing client projects in 

Alabama and North Carolina and is responsible for designing, implementing and managing the business 

processes and applications for claiming of third party reimbursement for health care services by state 

and local agencies.  Currently she is a Principal with Fairbanks LLC. 

 

Rose Ceballos has a Certificate in Legal Interpretation & Translation from the University of CA, San 

Diego AA-S.D. City College.  She has held positions as a Case Manager, Branch Director and Program 

Manager.  During her career, Ms. Ceballos has assisted families in crisis with case management, 

emergency services and resource & referral information and as Branch Director oversaw management 

of the agency office, case managed families, completed programmatic reports, supervised staff, and 

had overall responsibility of day to day operations.  As the Program Manager she supervises 4 

programs and 8 staff, does monthly program & fiscal reports and assists the Executive Director with 

daily management of agency programs.   

 

Lawrence Charny is the President of The Charny Group, LLC with consultants specializing in special 

education and school-based Medicaid claiming technical support.  Presently he serves as the 

Consultant/Director of the Medicaid Special Projects Unit (MSPU) for the office of the Auditor General, 

New York City Department of Education.  The MSPU assists the Department and its outside counsel 

collect and produce records in response to federal and state audits and provides consultation on legal 

and regulatory developments that could impact the Departmentôs Medicaid claiming.  Mr. Charny is 

chair of NAMEôs Communication Committee and serves on the executive committee for Medicaid and 

Legislative Issues of the Council of NY Special Education Administrators.  He has a B.A. from Brooklyn 

College and a Masterôs from New York University and from the New School for Social Research. 

 

Mary Cieskicki has been a member of the Non Institutional Payment Team (NIPT) since it was begun 

in 2002. As a NIPT member she reviews payment methodologies, including rate based and cost based 

methodologies, applicable to individual practitioners and other Medicaid providers such as schools, and 

hospitals. Prior to her tenure at CMS she was finance director of a Federally Qualified Health Center in 

Baltimore, Maryland.  

 

Jean Close has worked for CMS since February 2003.  Previously, she worked with a non-profit health 

system and two State governments to develop new resources and programs to serve older people in 

the community. She is a graduate of Franklin & Marshall College and The University of Michigan. 

 

Jeanôs major responsibilities within the Disabled and Elderly Health Programs Group include the review 

of State Plan Amendments in the areas of case management, services in schools, home health, and 

inpatient psychiatric services for individuals under 21. 
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John DiCecco recently retired from the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) where he directed 

the Health Partnerships and Medi-Cal unit for the Division of Student Health Services.  In this capacity 

he provided oversight of the districtôs School-Based Health Centers Program, the LEA Medi-Cal 

Reimbursement Unit, Medi-Cal Administrative Claiming, the Childrenôs Healthcare and Medi-Cal 

Program (CHAMP), California Health Start Programs and oversight of nearly 200 inter-agency health 
and mental health screening and treatment partnership agreements of the LAUSD.    

Mary Louise Dirrigl has worked for the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services 

(OSERS) since August 1999; 7 years in OSEP, 3 years in the Office of Policy and Planning and currently 

as the Director of IDEA Policy.  Mary Louise is a graduate of Kent State University in Ohio and received 

her Masters Degree from Gallaudet University.  Previously, in several different capacities, she has 

worked with infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities.   

 

Kathryn Dole, MS, OTR/L, is a District Program Facilitator with Minneapolis Public Schools.  She is 

the Lead for the OT/PT department, coordinates Third Party Billing, is project manager for the districtôs 

web based due process system and directs a school-based project to improve educational outcomes for 

students with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD).  She has served on several task forces 

addressing FASD issues for children.  She is the former Director of Neurodevelopment for the 

International Adoption Clinic at the University of MN and has several publications related to 

internationally adopted children. 

 

Toby Douglas is Chief Deputy Director of Health Care Programs at the California Medicaid Agencyð

Medi-Cal, where he has served as a senior manager since 2005.  As the Administrator of health care 

programs, he manages a budget of over $37 billion, and a workforce of approximately 1,700 

employees. He is responsible for setting Medi-Cal policy, operation of the Medi-Cal payment systems, 

operation of the Medi-Cal field offices, and oversight of the Medi-Cal Managed Care program.  Toby is 

also responsible for the Childrenôs Medical Services and Primary and Rural Health programs.  Toby 

plays a major role in formulating the health care programôs benefits and eligibility policies, and is 

responsible for overall coordination and direction of the healthcare delivery systems for over 7 million 

beneficiaries, almost half of whom are children.    

 

With the newly created Department of Health Care Services in July of 2007, Toby served as the Deputy 

Director of Health Care Programs.  He served as the Assistant Deputy Director for Medical Care 

Services for the California Department of Health Services since September 2005.  Before joining the 

State, Toby was the Deputy Director of the San Mateo County Health Department, where he was 

responsible for the activities related to health access, policy and planning.  Previously, Toby was a 

research associate at the Urban Institute, a non-partisan, social policy research organization in 

Washington, DC.   

 

Toby graduated from the University of California, Berkeley.  He also earned a Master in Public Health 

and a Master in Public Policy from the University of California, Berkeley. 

 

Anysia Drumheller has served as the Program Manager for the Medi-Cal Programs and Services 

Department, with the Butte County Office of Education (COE), in California for the past five years.  Her 

primary responsibilities are to provide trainings, program oversight and technical support for 

administrative claiming and direct services billing for the State of Californiaôs Medi-Cal program for the 

Butte County Office of Education and for the local school districts in that county. She has worked in the 

field of education administration for the past seventeen years and her education background is in 

Business Management.  Anysia lives in Lincoln, California with her family: husband Greg, daughter 

Erin, and son Drew.  She currently serves as the NAME Membership Committee Chair. 

 

Amy Edwards is responsible for the daily operations of the Medicaid and Schools program at the 

Virginia Department of Education where she has for nine years.  She works with school divisions to 

establish and maintain the Medicaid and Schools program and provides training and program updates.  

She also works closely with the Medicaid agency on State Plan amendments, program requirements, 

documentation, provider qualifications, etc.  Prior to being the VA DOE Medicaid Specialist, she worked 

for seven years with the Medicaid and Schools program at the school division level, training, billing and 

providing information to the individual clinicians and providers. 
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Isamu Fairbanks has more than 10 years of experience as a consultant for governmental agencies in 

the areas of project management and implementation of web-enabled tools.  Mr. Fairbanks manages 

ongoing client projects and has been involved in projects for the states of Arizona, Ohio, Illinois, North 

Carolina, Indiana, Nebraska and Texas.  Currently he is a Principal with Fairbanks LLC. 

 

Dr. Rachel Freeman is the Project Director of the Kansas Institute for Positive Behavior Support, an 

Associate Research Professor at the Life Span Institute in the University of Kansas (KU), an adjunct 

faculty member in the Department of Special Education at KU, and is the acting President of the 

Association for Positive Behavior Support (www.apbs.org). Dr. Freeman works with state, regional, and 

local PBS teams interested in wide-scale dissemination of PBS within an interagency framework, 

including facilitation of PBS in districts and schools implementing positive behavioral interventions and 

supports, as well as in residential, and vocational settings supporting adults with disabilities. Her 

research interests include interagency statewide planning, organization-wide and school-wide positive 

behavior support, online instruction and staff development systems related to PBS, and issues related 

to children and adults with developmental disabilities including self-injury, self-restraint, and 

biobehavioral assessment. For more information about Rachel Freeman and the projects she directs, 

please visit www.kipbs.org, www.swpbs.org, and www.pbskansas.org. 

 

Debbie Geer has been an LVN since 1983. Prior to her present position as Program Trainer with the 

CA Region 2 LEC office, Glenn County Office of Education, Debbie worked as a Health Care provider 

and assistant for a local school district for 12 years.  While working in the school district she provided 

interagency coordination in the development of a county wide health protocol. She has been connected 

to the Medi-Cal Administrative Activities program since the 1990ôs when it was known as MAC, as the 

school districts MAA Coordinator. In her current position with Glenn County Office of Education, she 

assists three of the nine counties providing MAA program support and training.  Her background in 

health, both in the public and private sector has provided a vital resource in developing our outreach 

efforts within the region. 

 

Susan Hamblin is currently the NMAS-JPA Director, having held this position for the last five years.  

Prior to this position, she was the LEC MAA Coordinator for Region 6 in California, and served as co-

chair for the LEC statewide Advisory Committee.  She has presented at CASBO statewide conferences.  

CCSESA CBO roundtable conferences, and provides numerous trainings to participants in the MAA 

program in California each year.  She has a BA degree in English/Psychology from California State 

University, Sacramento.  

 

Melissa Harris has been with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) since the summer 

of 1995.  Melissa works on a variety of programs serving the nationôs elders and individuals living with 

a disability.  With a focus on community-based alternatives to institutional placement, Melissa works on 

the Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) and coverage requirements for Medicaid State 

Plan Amendments, focusing on services delivered in a school setting. 

 

Bryan Hawkom has been with Public Consulting Group (PCG) for 9 years and is a Manager with the 

firm.  He has worked with school districts large and small as well as state agencies in MA, RI, NH, CT, 

MN, MI, NJ, TX , Washington DC and more.  Mr. Hawkom currently oversees PCGôs Education work in 

the Northeast, NJ, and MI.  He holds a Bachelors degree in Economics and Masters degree in Health 

Care Administration.  Part of Mr. Hawkomôs work at PCG has focused on Medicaid billing and revenue 

maximization, as well as program design, rate setting, and the implementation of technology.  He 

understands relevant state and federal regulations, as well as the challenges faced by states and 

school districts in implementing successful Medicaid billing programs.  Prior to PCG, Mr. Hawkom 

worked to manage state and federal programs at a private, non-profit home care agency in 

Massachusetts.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.pbskansas.org/
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John Hill has over 35 years of experience working with and on behalf of individuals with disabilities, 

which included serving as the program manager for Indianaôs Home & Community-Based Services 

waiver for persons with Developmental Disabilities for 5 years and serving as the IN State Director for 

the Bureau of Developmental Disabilities for two years.  For the past 9 years, John has been with the 

IN Department of Education, in Special Education and among his current responsibilities, serves as the 

Departmentsô Medicaid Specialist.  John served two years as the chairperson for the IN Commission on 

Rehabilitation Services and serves as DOEôs representative on the IN Governorôs commission for 

Persons with Disabilities.  He also currently serves as the Secretary for LEAnet, which is a national 

organization of local public school corporations whose primary focus is protecting and enhancing 

funding for public school health programs and services.  John is a past President of the National 

Alliance for Medicaid in Education (NAME) and currently serves as the chairperson of the NAME 

Governmental Affairs Committee. 

 

Lauren Holahan has a BA in biology from Duke University, and a Masters degree in Occupational 

Therapy from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. She has worked for 9 years in a school-

based practice in NC; spent 5 years as a lead therapist for an urban school district in Durham, NC, and 

2.5 years as an Occupational Therapy Consultant to the NC Department of Public Instruction. Laurenôs 

expertise and interests are in these areas: Medicaid School Based Services; workforce issues for OTs in 

public schools; response to intervention (RtI) and coordinated early intervening services (CEIS); and 

contextual evaluation and service delivery. She is a member of the NC Board of Occupational Therapy.  

 

Melinda Hollinshead, Ph.D. holds a Masters and a Ph.D. in Public Administration from Arizona State 

University (ASU) and has over 17 years of public policy experience at both the federal and state levels 

of government.  Dr. Hollinshead currently works for the Arizona Medicaid agency, Arizona Health Care 

Cost Containment System (AHCCCS), as the Program and Policy Manager for the Medicaid Schools 

Based Claiming program.  Dr. Hollinshead specializes in the areas of intergovernmental relations and 

social policy, and has considerable experience with policy and program analysis and evaluation 

primarily in the public health care arena. Prior to joining AHCCCS, Dr. Hollinshead spent several years 

with the Urban Data Center at ASU conducting research related to state capacity to manage social 

programs, as well as two years as a Legislative Assistant to U.S. House of Representatives Speaker 

Thomas Foley.  

 

Dr. Hollinsheadôs combination of education and experience provide her an understanding of the unique 

challenges facing school districts as they work to participate in school based claiming.  Dr. Hollinshead 

has published several reports and articles through the Rockefeller Institute of Government related to 

her research with the Urban Data Center, as well as a Doctoral Dissertation titled, The Health of the 

Medical Safety Net: A Ten -State Study on the Effect of Managed Care Medicaid.  

 

Christie Husbands is the coordinator for the Medicaid School Based Services (MSBS) Program for Los 

Lunas Schools in Los Lunas, NM.  She is a graduate of NM State University with a Masterôs in 

Agribusiness, specializing in Economics and Finance.   A native of NM, and a former student of the 

school district, this is Christieôs fourth year with the MSBS Program.  Christie is Presumptive 

Eligibility/Medicaid On Site Application Assistance Certified to enroll children in Medicaid.  Her duties 

include coordinating the entire MSBS program including administrative claiming and overseeing 

approximately 75 therapists and nurses in billing for direct services through a third-party agent.    

 

Carolyn Ingram has served as the Director of New Mexicoôs Medicaid program since 2003.  As 

Director, Ms. Ingram oversees multiple health insurance programs that provide a full range of physical 

and behavioral health services to low- and middle-income New Mexicans.  During her years managing 

and leading the stateôs Medicaid program, Ms. Ingram has made multiple program improvements that 

have resulted in increased utilization of services, greater quality of care, and additional health coverage 

options for the uninsured; while at the same time, containing program costs and ensuring fiscal 

accountability to the people of New Mexico.  Medicaid and other public insurance expansions that have 

been led by Ms. Ingram over the past several years have transformed the program into the leading 

financier of health care services in the State, and a dominating component of New Mexicoôs overall 

health care delivery system.   
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Ms. Ingram has been instrumental in bettering the lives of especially at-risk populations and the 

uninsured.  She has placed a strong emphasis on school-based health care and on implementing best 

practices for the delivery of services to children and adolescents, particularly for obesity, type-2 

diabetes, asthma and depression.  She has overseen the implementation and expansion of statewide 

tele-health programs to serve rural regions of the state that have limited access to health care.  In 

2005, she implemented the New Mexico State Coverage Insurance (SCI) program for uninsured adults 

who do not qualify for traditional Medicaid coverage.  And in 2007, she directed the implementation of 

two state-funded premium assistance programs for uninsured children and pregnant women who do 

not qualify for Medicaid but who cannot afford to pay the premiums for commercial coverage.  One of 

her most recent initiatives has been to implement an innovative program for Coordinated Medicaid 

Long-Term Services (CoLTS), which provides long-term care to beneficiaries under the umbrella of a 

seamless, coordinated and integrated program. 

 

Prior to her position as Medicaid Director, Ms. Ingram was a Senior Manager with the Lewin Group in 

Washington, DC, where she consulted with other states on the development and implementation of 

major Medicaid and health policy initiatives, including Medicaid waiver programs for uninsured adults 

and behavioral health services, small employer insurance pools, performance incentive programs, and 

service delivery redesigns.  Ms. Ingram has also held several key management positions within the 

New Mexico Medicaid program during her career in public service, including leadership of the stateôs 

Medicaid managed care program during its inception.   

 

Ms. Ingram currently serves as Vice-Chair to the National Association of Medicaid Directors, and holds 

a position on the New Mexico Medical Insurance Pool Board of Directors.  She has been invited to 

participate in multiple national work groups and committees addressing health care and health reform 

issues.  Ms. Ingram was recently awarded for her innovative work supporting school-based health care 

under the Medicaid program. 

 

Catherine Jackson has been an administrative assistant for the Special Education Department of 

Smithfield Public Schools since September 2001. Virtually all of her work experience and educational 

pursuits, including two college courses in Special Education, have been beneficial to her position.  Prior 

to coming to Smithfield PS, for 15 years Jackson helped run a successful loss prevention business. In 

2001, she became a Teacher Assistant. Her job now is divided into thirds, between administrative 

support for the Child Outreach Program; facilitating financial matters for the Special Education 

Department, including procurement, budgeting, and grant management; and managing the Medicaid 

SBS Program for Smithfield Public Schools. 

 

Rick Jacobs has more than 26 years of experience as a government official, a health care 

administrator, and as a consultant for state and local agencies.   His expertise is in health care finance 

and operations; hospital administration; and program design, implementation and project management 

with governmental and non-profit organizations involved with Medicaid.  Mr. Jacobs has been the 

engagement partner for school based health care projects that have included more than 1800 local 

education agencies and state agencies in 10 states.  Currently he is a Principal with Fairbanks LLC. 

 

Andrew Joseph has more than 10 years of experience in public education, consulting and government 

administration.  Mr. Josephôs public education expertise includes experience as a high school teacher, 

the central administration of an urban school district and as a consultant to school districts.  He has 

worked in collaboration with school districts and state agencies to create web-enabled tools to simplify 

all aspects of obtaining reimbursement for school based services.  Currently he is a Principal with 

Fairbanks LLC. 

 

Sheku G. Kamara is a senior researcher with the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) in Alexandria, VA, 

where he manages Child Nutrition and WIC studies. Prior to FNS, he was a senior researcher and 

Research manager with the states of Oregon (1987-1991) and Washington (1991-2000). His doctoral 

specialization is in research and statistics, with a postdoc in Psychiatry and Psychology from the 

Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, University of Washington, where he also served as 

Clinical Assistant Professor. He is also currently an Adjunct Associate Professor with the Department of 

Mathematics and Statistics, University of Maryland-University College.  
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Jennifer Kasper is a Benefit Coordination consultant with the University of Massachusetts Medical 

School, Center for Health Care Financing. She has over 10 years experience working with Medicaid 

agencies to improve the identification of third party payor resources.  Jennifer has been involved with 

Third Party Liability (TPL) programs in over six states.  Currently, Jennifer is assisting the 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) in recovering costs from Medicare for influenza 

vaccines distributed to local boards of health throughout the State.  Jenniferôs education includes a 

Masters in Health Administration from the University of New Hampshire. 

 

Mary Kusler has been with AASA since 2000, representing the interests of itôs members before 

Congress and federal agencies on issues as diverse as IDEA full funding, school vouchers and No Child 

Left Behind. She also conveys AASA priorities in federal budget and appropriations processes. Mary is a 

long time friend of NAME, as she and Bruce Hunter, Executive Director of the AASA, have been key 

players in putting together, coordinating and working closely with, the national coalition of 

stakeholders who persuaded Congress and the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

(CMS) to delay and not implement most of the seven sets of regulations issued by the CMS beginning 

in late 2005. 

 

Tonja Kutz has been working for the Glenn County Office of Education since 2007 as a MAA Program 

Support Trainer.  Tonja provides training support to two of our nine counties in Glenn County, CA. Prior 

to Tonja's employment with Glenn County Office of Education she worked in the Human Resources 

Department in a Elementary School District where she served as the districts MAA Coordinator.  Her 

experience in personnel has been an invaluable tool in working with the many and varied school 

districts within the region. 

 

Constance Laflamme is owner and President of Paradigm HealthCare Services, the leading Medicaid 

billing partner for California schools and county agencies. Paradigm and Constance were involved first-

hand in the recent campaign to "save MAA"; she provided clear and concise documentation, met with 

various legislators, and garnered support from local districts, county agencies, CBOs, and other 

associations. She is proud to be a part of NAME's discussion panel. 

 

Constance earned her Bachelor of Science degree from Michigan State University, and her Masters in 

Public Health from Boston University. Previous to Paradigm, she worked in the county public health and 

hospital settings, to include serving as the Medical Readiness Officer and Hospital Administrator while 

on active duty with the US Air Force, and has taught Public Health at Chapman University. 

 

Anita Lamb is the Exceptional Children Director for Administrative Services in Charlotte-Mecklenburg 

Schools where she has worked since 1989. Ms. Lamb has a BA in Elementary Education, a Masters 

Degree in Learning Disabilities with certification in supervision and principalship. Ms. Lamb's current 

responsibilities include student assignment and allotments, contracts, compliance and legal issues. In 

addition, Ms. Lamb oversees a budget of approximately $91M including the Medicaid project. 

 

Christopher Logan is a senior researcher at Abt Associates Inc., in Cambridge, MA. He has 25 years 

of experience in researaching the administration, costs, and vulnerabilities of school meals programs, 

other nutrition programs, and housing and employment programs. He is co-author of recent reports on 

computer matching, direct verification, and meal costs in the National School Lunch Program. His other 

recent work includes studies of the Food Stamp Program administrative costs and errors. Mr. Logan 

has a Masterôs degree in Public Policy from the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University.  

 

Janet Lowe is the coordinator of the Third Party Reimbursement Program in St. Paul Public Schools.  

Janet is a Licensed School Nurse and Pediatric Nurse Practitioner.  She received her Masterôs at the 

College of St. Catherine where her thesis focused on identifying the amount of health care services 

delivered in our school systems.  She has published national articles and chapters in books related to 

the School Nurseôs Role in the Special Education Process and Third Party reimbursement. 
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Marty Mares has been working for the Glenn County Office of Education since 2006 as a MAA Program 

Support Trainer.  Marty provides program training and support to four of our nine counties in Glenn 

County.  Marty also has her degree in Health Education and Science, with this she has worked in health 

related activities in rural school districts with high risk children while serving as the MAA Coordinator of 

a Healthy Start Program.  Her experience in the school process and interagency coordination has been 

a valuable asset to our efforts to provide health care information and develop our resources to the 

schools the region. 

Angela Medrano has a Bachelors of Business Administration from New Mexico State University.  She 

has worked with and managed a variety of Medicaid programs for 11 of the last 15 years.  She 

managed two School Based Health Centers in Santa Fe, New Mexico and worked extensively with 

persons with Developmental Disability throughout the state.  Currently, she manages the Medicaid 

School Health Office which provides oversight and technical assistance to districts participating in the 

Medicaid School Based Services program and to School Based Health Centers throughout the state. 

Kathy Cummins Merry is the Executive Director of Medicaid Reimbursement for Wayne County 

Regional Education Services Agency (RESA), the first district in Michigan to enroll and begin billing 

Medicaid for the School Based Services Program in 1993. Wayne RESA has over 350,000 school 

children including Detroit Public Schools; it is the largest (county-level) intermediate school district in 

the State. She is a member of the NAME Board of Directors representing LEAs, serves as the President 

of the LEAnet, and is a member of Michigan's Medicaid Advisory Board of Intermediate School District 

Superintendents as well as numerous other boards dedicated to helping children.  Kathy also serves as 

the Wayne RESA lobbyist covering education and Medicaid issues both at the state and federal levels. 

 

Greg Morris has practiced public policy law for more than thirty years, specializing for the past dozen 

years in special education and Medicaid reimbursement for schools.   He is the pro bono counsel for 

NAME and serves as the LEAnet Coordinator.  Mr. Morris' clients have included six school billing 

companies, the State of Wyoming, the New Mexico Coalition of School Administrators, a state-wide 

coalition of Ohio LEAs, and several other state and local entities.  He is a frequent presenter at state-

wide and national events, including the past two NAME conferences. 

 

Debra Morrow has worked for the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) since October 1997.  

Previously, she has worked for two state departments of education, as a compliance officer and 

Medicaid billing director in a large local educational agency, and as both a regular and special educator 

at both the elementary and secondary levels.  Since 2003, she has been the Special Assistant for Policy 

and Fiscal Issues to the Director of the Monitoring and State Improvement Planning Division at OSEP.  

Deborah is a graduate of Hastings College in Nebraska and received her Masters from McDaniel College 

in Maryland and her Doctorate from the University of Missouri ï Columbia. 

 

Chuck Muirhead blends over 15 years of organizational leadership and human development. His 

passion for his work has transferred to California school districts in the administration of health and 

special education programs. Improving the health and education of our children has motivated Chuck 

to be an advocate for these vital programs.  Chuck has partnered with one of California's largest 

consulting firms, assisting LEA's in managing their Medicaid programs.  Chuck's light and humorous 

style, engages learners in their knowledge and application of the presented material.  

 

Holly Oldham is currently a Benefit Coordination consultant with the University of Massachusetts 

Medical School, Center for Health Care Financing. Holly works with the Massachusetts Department of 

Public Health Immunization program to obtain Medicare reimbursement for the cost of the influenza 

vaccine distributed at no cost to local Boards of Health and Visiting Nurse Agencies. Prior to her 

Consultant role, Holly worked in the Enhanced Coordination of Benefits Unit with the University.  Her 

job as a Health Benefits Coordinator was to secure commercial health insurance for MassHealth 

members in order to preserve MassHealth as the payer of last resort. Holly earned a Masters in Health 

Administration from Simmons College in 2008. 
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Nora Poisella worked 8 years at Governor Morehead School for the Blind in Raleigh, NC.  At the 

school Ms. Poisella was Director of Comprehensive Clinic/Dietary Services, responsible for the planning, 

administration, supervision and coordination of the clinic staff which included a pediatrician, 

psychiatrist, clinical psychologist, nursing staff, social worker, occupational, speech and physical 

therapists as well as dietary department, where she managed the medical and educational records and 

was responsible for all compliance issues.  Ms. Poisella has worked for 10 years in the North Carolina 

Division of Medical Assistance (DMA) and currently is a Local Education Agency (LEA) Program and 

Independent Practitioner (IP) Program Manager.  She also oversees the prior approval process for all 

therapy services. Nora is currently a Board member of NAME representing Region IV. 

 

Bryan Pullen graduated from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign with a Bachelor's of 

Science in Agricultural Economics, Specializing in Accounting (Dual Major program) Attained Certified 

Public Accountant (CPA) certificate. He spent 7 years in private accounting before moving over to 

education.  Bryan has been in education for almost 8 years managing and directing the Peoria Medicaid 

Consortium. 

 

Laurie Ray has ten years of experience as a physical therapist, primarily in school-based practice. She 

served NC as the only PT in a small, underserved rural county; as a contracted team member for a 

larger, more urban county, and now through the University of NC, is contracted as the PT and Medicaid 

Consultant for the NC Department of Public Instruction, Exceptional Children Division, where she has 

been since 2005. Laurie represents Region V (Southeastern) to the School-Based Special Interest 

Group (SIG), APTAôs Section on Pediatrics. Laurie also serves as the SIGôs liaison to its research 

committee.  She is an Assistant Professor at the UNC at Chapel Hill, Department of Allied Health 

Science, Division of PT. Her expertise and professional interests include reverse inclusion; related 

services under the IDEA federal law; providing services in the least restrictive environment; models of 

service delivery for SBS; appropriate workload for the school setting, and appropriate reimbursement 

for the Medicaid SBS program.  

 

Jane Reagan, MPA has been an employee of the State of Michigan since 1981, and since July 2002 

has served as Specialist with the Department of Education in the Office of Special Education and Early 

Intervention Services (OSE-EIS) where she works on Medicaid reimbursement for services provided in 

Michigan schools.  In Michigan, all 57 county-level Intermediate School Districts (ISDs), the Michigan 

School for the Deaf and Detroit Public Schools are enrolled in the SBS Program and their 600+ local 

districts deliver the services covered by Medicaid serving over 1.8 million children and students. 

       

Jane spent 21 years with the Michigan Department of Community Health, where she worked in the 

Policy and Legal Affairs Administration for three years. She worked at the Michigan Medicaid agency for 

the prior 18 years. In the former, she wrote legislative bill analyses; supported the Governor's 

Commission on End of Life Care; and researched, analyzed and wrote policy white papers on a wide 

variety of issues such as long term care, school based services, medical errors, and access to dental 

care.  At the Medicaid agency, she worked in the prior authorization division in the areas of dental, 

pharmacy, and medical equipment and supplies services. She also was appointed to the Governorôs 

Managed Care Initiative for long term care.  

 

Margie Rollins is the Local Educational Consortium (LEC) Medi-Cal Administrative Activities (MAA) 

Coordinator for the Capitol Service Region III in California.  She is the LEC Co-Chair to the statewide 

LEC Committee, an advisory committee to the California Department of Health care Services (DHCS).  

She also serves on the MAA School-Based invoice committee.  Margie was involved in the MAA Program 

in the 1999/2000 school year and returned to the MAA program in the 2003/2004 school year.  She 

has presented at California Association of School Business Officers (CASBO) statewide conferences and 

the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA) CBO roundtable 

conference.  
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Stan Rosenstein, MPA has 31 years experience with government health care programs, with the 

emphasis on Medicaid. He was the long time California Medicaid Director, and for over 13 years was 

the Director or Deputy Director. He was responsible for overall coordination and direction of the 

healthcare delivery systems for over 10 million enrollees, almost half of which are children. In his years 

with state government, Mr. Rosenstein shared his expertise on health care reform, projects to improve 

the health care delivery system and formulating ways to finance health care systems. Prior to having 

overall responsibility for MediπCal, Mr. Rosenstein worked extensively with Medicaid Management 

Information Systems. Mr. Rosenstein was the ViceπChair of the NASMD and has had a major role 

working on health care issues on the national level. 

 

Susan Ruiz has been with the San Francisco Regional Office of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services (CMS) since 1999. She is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley and previously 

worked for the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services.  Susanôs responsibilities at 

CMS include review and approval of Medicaid State Plan and waiver submissions related to services for 

children in any setting, including schools, and performing review and monitoring activities for Arizona, 

California, Hawaii, and Nevada.   

 

Cathy Rutherford has 15 years of state government experience in Texas and has been in her current 

position as the School Health and Related Services (SHARS) Rate Analyst for the Health and Human 

Services Commission (HHSC) since February of 2008. As the SHARS Rate Analyst, Cathy is responsible 

for SHARS cost report coordination, cost report reconciliation and settlement, cost report training, and 

district specific rate setting. Cathy is a native Texan and attended Concordia Texas University. Prior to 

joining HHSC she worked for the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality performing a wide range 

of duties, including administration and management of projects for the Texas On-Site Waste Water 

Treatment Council, an 11 member Governor appointed Council in Texas. 

 

Jennifer Sheehy is the Director of Policy and Planning in the Office of Special Education and 

Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) in the US Department of Education.  Prior to her current positions, 

Jennifer served as acting Director and Deputy Director of the National Institute on Disability and 

Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) and acting Deputy Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services 

Administration. Jennifer came to OSERS from the Presidential Task Force on Employment of Adults with 

Disabilities where she was Senior Policy Advisor.  She completed a detail as Associate Director in the 

White House Domestic Policy Council, implementing the Presidentôs New Freedom Initiative and 

advising on policy issues of interest to people with disabilities.  Before she joined the task force staff, 

Jennifer served as Vice President of the National Organization on Disability and Director of its CEO 

Council. Jennifer has an MBA from Georgetown University and undergraduate degree in Psychology 

from Cornell University. 

Donna A. Stephens has a Masterôs in Business Administration from Indiana Universityôs Kelley School 

of Business.  She is the President and CEO of Learning Well, Inc. where the mission is to improve the 

health, well-being and school performance of students in Marion County through improved access to 

integrated, primary care services in 85 school based clinics.  In addition, Ms. Stephens served as the 

Chief Financial Officer for the Citizens Health Center which is a Federally Qualified Health Clinic. 

Paul T. Swoboda is a senior associate in the Center for Health Care Financing at the University of 

Massachusetts Medical School.  For more than 28 years as either a state employee or consultant, Mr. 

Swoboda has assisted health and human services agencies with the design and payment methods of 

programs that provide services to the stateôs vulnerable populations.  His projects have included 

helping establish the stateôs uncompensated care pool for inpatient and outpatient services for 

uninsured and underinsured patients, designing the Medicaid payment methodology for acute hospital 

services,  developing payment methods and rates for school-based health centers and assisting the 

state in fundamentally changing its services for homeless families.  He also recently co-authored a 

report on the groundbreaking 2006 Massachusetts health reform law, Shared Responsibility -  

Government, Business and Individuals:  Who Pays What For Health Reform?  
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John Todd is the Assistant Director of School and Community Nutrition Programs for the Indiana 

Department of Education. He has worked on these programs for 31 years. He is highly interested and 

experienced in data matching. He designed and oversaw development of web-based systems for direct 

certification and direct verification using data from Food Stamps/ Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Programs (SNAP), TANF, Medicaid and SCHIP.   

 

Elizabeth Touhey is a Branch Manager in the California Medicaid Department, also known as Medi-

Cal.  She has worked for the Department of Health Care Services for 16 years.  Ms. Touhey began 

working in Public Health, and is now working in Medi-Cal. Ms. Touhey is on the Board of Directors for 

the National Alliance for Medicaid in Education, is the NAME Immediate Past President and works 

extensively with counties and schools to help them obtain the reimbursement they are legally entitled 

to through the MAC, LEA and TCM programs. 

 

Judi Wallace has worked for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) since February 

2005.  Previously, she has worked at the local, state and federal level on the analysis of Special 

Education and Medicaid policy program policy and implementation for SBS programs.   

 

Judiôs major responsibilities for the Center for Medicaid State Operations (CMSO) include review and 

approval of cost-allocation plans/implementation plans for Time Studies to capture Direct 

Services/Administrative Claiming in schools, public health and human service agencies and for 

tribes/tribal entities. 
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About NAME, Inc. 

 

2009 Officers 
 

     President                                    President Elect                                    Secretary 

Amy Edwards, VA                         Michelle Lyons-Brown, AK                        Tracy Brunner, IN 

 

                               Treasurer         Immediate Past President 

                         Steven Wright, NY                    Elizabeth Touhey, CA 

 

             
 

2009 Board of Directors & Committees 
 

    Board of Directors by Region 

I: Teresa Pastore, MA      II: Elaine Lerner, NJ        III: Ashley Barton, VA 

IV: Nora Poisella, NC      V: Cathy Griffin, MN                    VI: Suzy Whitehead, NM 

VII: Stacie Martin, KS      VIII: Emily Tryer, CO               IX: Melinda Hollinshead, AZ 

       X: Chris Bess, WA 

LEA  Rep, Kathleen Cummins Merry, MI                     LEA Rep: Cathy Bennett, CA 

 

By-Laws                  Web    Nominating 

Jane Reagan, Chair, MI  Michael Albino, Chair, NY Michelle Lyons-Brown, Chair, AK 

Greg Morris, MI        Dann Stevens, IA  Elizabeth Touhey, CA 

Elizabeth Touhey, CA   Dan Laffoon, CA   

John Hill, IN    Steven Wright, NY        

Stacie Martin, KS   Larry Charny, NY        

     Elizabeth Touhey, CA 

      

Finance                  Membership       Communication 

Steven Wright, Chair, NY  Anysia Drumheller, Chair, CA   Ashley Barton, Tri-Chair, VA 

Dann Stevens, IA   Christene Bess, WA            Larry Charny, Tri-Chair, NY 

Phillip Gonzales, WA   Suzy Whitehead, NM       Mike Albino, NY 

Joseph Greene, FL        Bryan Hawkom, MA      Jill Robinson, VA  

Garry Schaedel, VT   Cathy Bennett, CA      Patrick Haley, OR 

Bryan Pullen, IL             Joseph Greene, FL  

Harold Matott, NY           John Hill, IN   

Dasarath Kiridena, DC          Brenda Lenhart, VA  

             Emily Tryer, CO 

             Martha Ritter, MN 
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Governmental Affairs             Education and Research Committee 

John Hill, Chair, IN   Cathy Griffin, Tri-Chair, MN           Joe Greene, Tri-Chair, FL 

Patsy Crawford, IL                           Elizabeth Touhey, Tri-Chair, CA   

Kathy Cummins-Merry, MI  Colleen OôReilly, CA   Sue Robertson, OK 

Greg Morris, MI   Denise Achin, RI   Michelle Cowart, CA 

Rick Jacobs, IL   Susan Alexander, NY   Dan Courter, NH 

      Tracy Brunner, IN   Jennifer Siemers, WI 

      Alice OôTraynor, AZ   Glenelle Bruneske, AZ 

      Larry Charny, NY   Jim Donoghue, IL 

      Kimberley Erickson, CO  Julie Garrett, IN 

      Rick Jacobs, IL   Kris Johnson, UT 

      Joanne Joseph, NY   Alberta Longacre, AZ 

     Joseph OôHara, NY   Nora Poisella, NC 

     Laurie Ray, NC   Becky Stoddard, KY  

    

Policy and Procedures  Financial Review 

Melinda Hollinshead, Chair, AZ Kathy Cummins-Merry, Chair, MI 

Anysia Drumheller, CA  Gary Tyler, AR 

Kathy Cummins-Merry, MI  Deb Marshall, MI 

Michelle Lyons-Brown, AK 

Jane Reagan, MI 

 

2009 Conference 

 

               Elizabeth Touhey, Co-Chair, CA     Teresa Pastore, Co-Chair, MA 

 

Budget and Finance  Charity Auction    Communication  

Steven Wright, Chair, NY  Elizabeth Touhey, Chair, CA            Teresa Pastore, Chair, MA 

Phillip Gonzales, WA   Vivian Sultan, CA       Cathy Bennett, CA 

Dann Stevens, IA   Timothy South, CA   Jane Reagan, MI 

Joseph Greene, FL   Debbie Geer, CA   Cathy Griffin, MN 

Garry Schaedel, VT        Elizabeth Touhey, CA 

Bryan Pullen, IL        Amy Edwards, VA               

Harold Matott, NY 

Dasarath Kiridena, DC  

    

On-Site Logistics                             Education/Program    

Elizabeth Touhey, Chair, CA           Jane Reagan, Tri-Chair, MI  Cathy Griffin, Tri-Chair, MN 

Vivian Sultan, CA                                 Cathy Bennett, Tri-Chair, CA    

Timothy South, CA            Debbie Geer, CA   Amy Edwards, VA 

               Tracy Brunner, IN   Anysia Drumheller, CA 

              Elizabeth Touhey, CA  
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About NAME, Inc. 

 
Background: 

NAME was established in 2003 in response to the need to find a national forum for addressing the 

complexity and challenges of Medicaid in school settings.  A clearinghouse for information, in the service 

of helping members choose the right direction -- coming from informed sources from around the 

country. 

 
NAME's Mission: 
NAME bridges Medicaid and Education to promote the integrity of school-based health services. 

 

Who Belongs to NAME? 

To date there are: 

Å 317 members 

Å From 45 states & DC 

Å Representing 39 State Departments of Education & 158 LEAs 

 

NAME members are professionals working on a state or local level, who are involved in the 

interrelationship of school-based Medicaid claimable services provided to students in special education.  

That involvement includes, but is not limited to: 

Å Claiming and billing 

Å Quality assurance oversight 

Å Program development 

Å Policy making 

Å Policy implementation 

 

Some Things NAME Does: 

Å The NAME annual conference 

Å Telephonic town meetings, focusing on one specific topic at a time, allowing for a dynamic interaction 

of participants 

Å Website: providing an archive of materials from previous conferences, an expanding database of 

relevant documents for research, links to other websites and other organizations with shared interests, 

and time-sensitive inclusion of the most current information and news  

Å Monthly e-tag newsletter 

Å Participation in informational presentations at other professional organizations 

 Research and survey projects developed by NAME to pull together and interpret information from LEAs 

around the country, to better understand the efforts of others to respond to fast changing directives and 

mandates 

 

NAME Provides: 

Å A growing directory of members to contact with specific questions 

Å A research data base with information on various state policies for Medicaid funding in education 

Å A portal to a network of like-minded policy makers and professionals at all levels of involvement in this 

area 

 

For additional information about NAME, including its bylaws, please refer to the NAME web site at 

http://www.medicaidforeducation.org/ 

http://www.medicaidforeducation.org/
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Conference Sponsors 

 
 

The NAME Conference Committee would like to thank the following companies and agencies for their 

generous support as Sponsors of the NAME Conference: 
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